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Wickes has been very faithful to the 
period, and the characters too are 
faithfully reproduced from Chandler’s 
glamorous but sleazy world — pretty 
dames, lugubrious undertakers dwarf 
bellhops and slick movie moguls vie for 
Marlowe’s attention, and we’re never 
sure, until the end, who are the goodies 
and who are the baddies. 

For the five tales (Nevada Gas, Finger- 
man, Smart-Aleck Kill, The King in Yellow 
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and The Pencil), Wickes has amassed a 
bunch of top American actors who ap- 
pear and re-appear in various guises in 
all five stories. Powers Boothe (of 
Southern Comfort fame) is very good as 
Marlowe, and Kathryn Leigh-Scott and 
William Kearns respectively fit their 
parts as his girlfriend, and Irish Lieute- 
nant McGee’ whose . plodding police 
methods are constantly shown up by 
Marlowe. 


If I have any criticism of the series it’s 
that it lacks pace, preferring to concen- 
trate on obtaining the ‘feel’ of the period. 
If you’re a fan of Death Wish-style fast- 
action crime, you may find it a bit slow, 
but for the more ‘old-fashioned’ crime 
connoisseur, it’s a bit of a treat — 
Jo Baker 

Distributed by Palace Video on VHS 
and Beta. 





No Deposit, No Return WDH 
(U) 1976 1hr 52mins. Two children, 
on their way to their grandfather, 
meet up with two inept safe- 
breakers. Starring David Niven. 


Peter No-Tail VOM 
(U) 1hr 21mins. Story of a kitten born 
without a tail who is taken under 
the wing of two city children with 
whom it has various adventures. 


Pinocchio’s Storybook 


- Adventures IV 


(U) 1hr 20mins. Pinocchio entertains 
his friends with fairy tales. 


Popeye and Friends 

at Sea SEL 
thr. Continuing Popeye series with 
more adventure of spinach-eating 
superman. 


Postman Pat 2 LMV 
ihr. Four adventures of Postman 
and his cat from the television 
series. 


Return to Witch Mountain WDH 
(U) 1979 thr 34mins. Tia and Tony 
return to Witch Mountain in time to 
save a man’s life. Starring Bette 
Davis, Christopher Lee and Ike 
Eisenmann. 
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Rock’N Roll Wolf ’ ART 
Thr 27mins. Musical about big bad . 
wolf and five kid goats. 


Sacha the Wonderdog VFP 
thr 20mins. Adventures and super- 
Canine powers of Sacha. Staring 
Frederick Stafford. 


The Selfish Giant VOF 
Combination of three half- hour 
cartoons. 


Thunderbirds in Outer Space PV 
Thr 32mins. Animated Gerry Ander- 
son film. 


Victor and Maria LMV 
ihr. Una Stubbs tells twelve stories 
about Maria and friendly bear, 
Victor. 


The Apple Dumpling Gang WDH 
(U) 19741hr 40mins. Gambler tricked 
into becoming guardian of three or- 
phans. Starring Slim Pickens. 


The Archies SEL 
ihr. Comic strip series popular in 
America. 


Barefoot In The Park CIC 
(PG) 19671hr 42mins. Marital com- 
edy starring Jane Fonda and Robert 
Redford. 


Beetle Bailey | SEL 
thr 13mins; Troop of. female 
soldiers arrives at Camp Swampy, 
to the despair of Sergeant Snorkie. 


The Captain's Table RANK 
(A) 1958 1hr on Comedy about 
new captain on board ‘‘Queen 
Adelaide’”’ luxury liner who has had 
no experience on passenger 
vessels. .Starring John Gregson, 
Peggy Cummins, Donald Sinden, 
Richard Wattis and Joan.Simms. 


Carry On Engiand RANK 
(AA) thr Zaiins. Captain sent to 
discipline a 


experimental mixed 
anti-aircraft Battery: trouble starts 
when he attempts to segregate the 
sexes. Starring Kenneth Connor, 
Windsor Davies, Joan Sims and 
Judy Geeson. 


The Cheerleaders VPD 
(18) A look behind the scenes of 
Amrican college football at the 
players and the girls who support 
them on and off the field. 


‘The Compleat Rutles 





PAL 
Or “All You Need is Cash”; comedy 
with Monty Python stars Eric Idle 
and Neil Innes in a parody of The 
Beatles’ success story. Also featur- 
ing Mick Jagger, George Harrison 
and Paul Simon. 


Cry Uncle MOV 
thr 25mins. Allen Garfield and 
Pamela Gruen star in sex farce. 


Diner MGM 
1983 1hr 46mins. Five adolescents 
learn about growing up in an open- 
all-hours Diner. Starring Mickey 


Rourke. 
The Early Bird RANK 
(U) 1965 thr 35mins. Norman 


Wisdom as Norman Pitkin, ace 
milkman of Grinsdale’s Dairy, who 
tries to stop a rival dairy from en- 
fringing on his area. 


The First Time VTC 
thr 30mins. Set in a college where a 
freshman refuses sex with the girls 
until he falls in love. Starring Tim 
Choate and Krista Erricson. 
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Riccardo Montalban is superb as _ the 
demonic Kahn, seen here with two lovelies 
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An unsuspecting galactic traveller receives 
‘the bug treatment’ in Star Trek II 








James T. Kirk (William Shatner) is forcibly 
restrained by Bones (DeForest Kelly) in 
Star Trek Il 
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One of the devilish Kahn’s henchmen in 
Star Trek Il — The Wrath of Kahn 
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The Wrath of Kahn 


!) eats his brain 
The crew of the Starship Enterpr 


Star Trek Il 


Chekhov (Walter Koenig) lands a bug wh 
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